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making themselves a great nuisance in Parliament, in-
clined to Conservatism, and in 1841, to the general
relief, they consented to range themselves under Sir
Robert Peel's banner. Stanley became Secretary of
State for the Colonies, and his faithful Sancho Panza,
Sir James Graham, Secretary for Home Affairs.
Stanley, however, could never be trusted either to
follow his leaders or to lead his followers, and in 1846
he deserted Sir Robert Peel at the crisis of the Corn
Law conflict. It was too much to expect a man of his
intelligence to achieve under pressure a sudden con-
version to the principles of Free Trade; it was equally
too much to suppose that a man of his position and
independence would smother his convictions and bow
to the will of a dictator. In deserting Peel, however, he
lost the services of Graham, and Benjamin Disraeli had
to be taken on in his room. In 1834, Stanley had
acquired the courtesy tide of " Lord," on his father's
succession to the family earldom; in 1844, under the
same tide, he had been raised to the Peerage in order
to strengthen the Government's debating power in the
Upper House; in 1851 he had become, oy his father's
death, the fourteenth Earl of Derby.
Concerning Derby's first Premiership, which en-
dured but ten months, not much need be said. The
Conservative Government 'never had a majority in the
House of Commons, its effort to secure one in an
August election proving a failure. It managed to re-
tain office for a brief period of impotence ana humilia-
tion only by avowing its abandonment of any intention
to reimpose the Corn Laws, and only because of the
dissensions in the ranks of its opponents—Peelites,
Palmerstonians, Russellites, Cobdenites, etc. With the
aid of the Palmerstonians and the support of the vener-
able Duke of Wellington, who made nis last speech in
the House of Lords on the occasion, it carried a Militia
Bill, to take the place of the measure on which Russell
had come to grief. The Peelites, however, led by the

